NOTES

Tramping in America

William Henry Davies (1871-1940) was born at Newport,
Monmouthshire, at a public-house kept by his grand-
parents* After appearing in the Juvenile Court as the
leader of a street gang of whom the local shopkeepers
stood in terror, he was apprenticed to a picture-frame
maker. Of a roving disposition and possessed of a desire
for travel and adventure, he worked his way on a ship to
America and there became a tramp. For some years he
wandered through parts of the United States, Canada,
and England. The story of these wanderings is told in
"The Autobiography of a Super-Tramp" (1908), to
which Bernard Shaw wrote a preface. Davies afterwards
published a continuation of his life-story in " Later Days "
(1925) and " The Adventures of Johnny Walker, Tramp "
(1926), but neither of these has the freshness, naturalness,
and spontaneity of his first book. On his travels he had
been writing occasional verses, and in 1905, at the age of
thirty-four, he published his first volume of poetry. A
number of other volumes followed, and his " Collected
Poems " appeared in 1940. In recognition of his con-
tribution to letters the University of Wales conferred upon
him the Honorary Degree of Doctor of Literature. " The
Autobiography of a Super-Tramp " is a remarkable work
that has gone into many editions. It is characterised by
a naturalness, breadth of sympathy, and total absence of
sensationalism or the melodramatic.

P. i, 1. 15. Saloon: the word used in America for a public-
house.

P. a, 1. i. My Liverpool acquaintance: Davies had set sail for
America from Liverpool, where he had made the
acquaintance of a man who had emigrated to America
some years previously, had come back to England because
there had been a slump in America and he had fallen on
bad times, and was now going back to the United States
to make a fresh start.

P. 4,1. 3.   A tarantula : a large, poisonous spider.
1. 13.   The brakesman : the guard on an American train.

P. 10,1. 9. Long Island Sound: a fashionable seaside resort off
New York to which many of the more wealthy Americans
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